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Setting the 

Stage



Charles Whitman
University of Texas ðAustin

August 1, 1966

16 Dead and 31 Injured

I don't really understand myself  
these days. I am supposed to be an 
average reasonable and intelligent 
young man. However, lately (I can't 
recall when it started) I have been a 
victim of  many unusual and 
irrational thoughts.
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A person for whom violence 
becomes the only possible recourse 

for their perceived grievances.

òYou forced me into a corner and gave me only one option.ó
Seung Hui Cho 



U. S. Avenger Shootings 

Since 

Virginia Tech (April 16, 2007)

ºOmaha, NE ïDecember 5, 2007

ºKirkwood, MO ïFebruary 7, 2008

ºLouisiana Tech - February 8, 2008

ºN. IL University ïFebruary 14, 2008

ºKnoxville, TN ïJuly 28, 2008

ºMarinette Co., WI/Dickinson Co., MI ïJuly 

31, 2008





There Is Some

Good News:

Avengers

Always Tell Us 

Ahead of 
Time!



Presidentõs Commission on

University Security

(in the wake of  the Virginia Tech incident)

Final Report

July 2007



}Awareness Campaign

}Education and Training



}Treat people fairly, 
with dignity and 
respect.

}Not all those who are 
mentally ill are violent 
and not all who are 
violent are mentally ill.

}Students are free -
thinking adults.

}òOne size fits alló 
solutions rarely work.



Safe School Initiative

U.S. Secret Service and U.S. Department of Education, 2002

School Shooters from 1966 ï2002

Only 1/3 had ever seen a mental 

health professional

Only 1/5 had even been diagnosed 

with a mental disorder



FERPA
Family Education and Rights

Privacy Act

You can tell your 

concerns about observed 

behavior to anyone in the 

institution!



ÁChronic Depression 
or mood swings

ÁPerception of 
injustice

ÁIsolating behavior, 
hostility 

ÁLow self - esteem, 
excuses, blaming

ÁStrained relationships

ÁReduced motivation

ÁChanges in health or 
hygiene

ÁSubstance abuse

ÁFrequent allusions to 
violence


